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ever, decides that a sea-voyage would probably be of more
service to her than anything.

I am quite confounded to think what trouble I am bringing
on you and your family, and to what a degree I may be said
to have taken you in when I took you at your word in your
invitation upon so slight an acquaintance. The old proverb
says, " He is a wise father who knows his own child," and I
feel the justness of the apothegm on the present occasion.

There never can be a perfect equality between father apd
child, and if he has other objects and avocations to fill up the
greater part of his time, the ordinary resource is for him to
proclaim his wishes and commands in a way somewhat sen-
tentious and authoritative, and occasionally to utter his censures
with seriousness and emphasis.

It can, therefore, seldom happen that he is the confidant of
his child, or that the child does not feel some degree of awe
or restraint in intercourse with him. I am not, therefore, a
perfect judge of Mary's character. I believe she has nothing
of what is commonly called vices, and that she has consider-
able talent. But I tremble for the trouble I may be bringing
on you in this visit In my last I desired that you would con-
sider the first two or three weeks as a trial, how far you can
ensure her, or, more fairly and impartially speaking, how far
her habits and conceptions may be such as to put your family
very unreasonably out of their way \ and I expect from the
frankness and ingenuousness of yours of the 2Qth inst. (which
by the way was so ingenuous as to come without a seal) that
you will not for a moment hesitate to inform me if such should
be the case. When I say all this, I hope you will be aware
that I do not desire that she should be treated with extra-
ordinary attention, or that any one of your family should put
themselves in the smallest degree out of their way on her
account. I am anxious that she should be brought up (in
this respect) like a philosopher, even like a cynic. It will
add greatly to the strength and worth of her character. I
should also observe that she has no love of dissipation, and
will be perfectly satisfied with your woods and your mountains.